Epidermal capillariasis in South African clawed frogs (Xenopus laevis).
Significant morbidity and mortality of South African clawed frogs, Xenopus laevis, can be caused by parasitism of the epidermis by a capillarid nematode. These worms produce an erosive dermatitis that is complicated by infection with gram-negative microorganisms. The nematode apparently has a direct life cycle that can be completed within the epidermis of the frog. These characteristics are suggested by the lack of an intermediate host and failure to detect visceral migration. Another unique feature of the parasite was the presence of larvated eggs, in utero. Some have named the parasite Capillaria xenopodis, whereas others called it Pseudocapillaroides xenopi to distinguish it form the typical members of the genus Capillaria.